The Art of Childlike Naïve Listening

 “I say to you, unless you are converted and become as little children, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven.” Matthew 18:3

“Your ears shall hear a word behind you, saying, "This is the way, walk in it," 

Isaiah 30:21

Journal any words or reflections you sense the Spirit prompting:

“You will show me the path of life; In Your presence is fullness of joy;

At Your right hand are pleasures forevermore.”  Psalm 16:11
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Becoming a Shepherd 

After God’s Own Heart
“Then I will give you shepherds after my own heart, 

who will lead you with knowledge and understanding.” 

Jeremiah 3:15-16 NIV
“The LORD has sought for Himself a man after His own heart…”

1 Samuel 13:14

“I have found David, the son of Jesse, a man after My own heart, 

who will do all My will…”  Acts 13:22
To my dear friends,

There is “something” of great magnitude, “something” indescribable and unfathomable in the heart of our Abba Father that He longs to impart into us.  His great love is irrational, unconditional and extravagant beyond measure!  This impartation can only be received through extended times downshifting to deeper intimacy with Jesus in the secret place of quiet wonder.

King David provided us a pattern for receiving the very heart of God into our own desperate hearts.  He was doing something as a teenager in the fields of Bethlehem that caught the attention of God and we find sentences directly from heaven all through his writings – things that only God Himself could reveal.  It seems David continually postured his heart toward the presence of the Lord and became like a sponge…thirsty for God.

My prayer is that you would discover the sacred place David found and find joy in abundance in God’s presence. 
With the Affections of Christ, Pastor Gary Schmitz  
“O God…my soul thirsts for You…”  Psalm 63:1
 “My heart has heard you say, "Come and talk with me."

And my heart responds, "LORD, I am coming." 

Psalm 27:8 NLT

Spend time in your secret place in quiet prayer beholding the beauty and majesty of God’s heart for your life.
In your own words personalize these verses…
Psalm 27:4

“One thing I have desired of the LORD,
That will I seek:
That I may dwell in the house of the LORD
All the days of my life,
To behold the beauty of the LORD,
And to inquire in His temple.” 
Psalm 18:19
“He also brought me out into a broad place;

He delivered me because He delighted in me.” 
Psalm 139:1-6; 13-18
“O LORD, You have searched me and known me.  

You know my sitting down and my rising up;

You understand my thought afar off. 

You comprehend my path and my lying down,

And are acquainted with all my ways. 

For there is not a word on my tongue,

But behold, O LORD, You know it altogether. 

You have hedged me behind and before,

And laid Your hand upon me. 

Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;

It is high, I cannot attain it… 
For You formed my inward parts;

You covered me in my mother's womb. 

I will praise You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made; 

Marvelous are Your works,

And that my soul knows very well. 

My frame was not hidden from You,

When I was made in secret,

And skillfully wrought in the lowest parts of the earth. 

Your eyes saw my substance, being yet unformed.

And in Your book they all were written,

The days fashioned for me,

When as yet there were none of them. 

How precious also are Your thoughts to me, O God!

How great is the sum of them! 

If I should count them, they would be more in number than the sand…”

Posture your heart toward the Lord and be receptive…

Jeremiah 31:14

“I will satiate the soul of the priests with abundance,

And My people shall be satisfied with My goodness, says the LORD." 
· Holy Spirit show me any obstacles keeping me from being a shepherd after Your own heart:

· Show me any areas of excess busyness or wasteful activity:

· Show me how I can put more “being” on my calendar than “doing.”
Psalm 36:7-9

“How precious is Your lovingkindness, O God!

Therefore the children of men put their trust under the shadow of Your wings. 

They are abundantly satisfied with the fullness of Your house,

And You give them drink from the river of Your pleasures. 

For with You is the fountain of life;

In Your light we see light.”
“For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out,"Abba, Father." The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God…”
Romans 8:15-16 NKJV
· Heavenly Father, show me what is in Your heart for me….
· What are You saying to me now?...
