The Art of Childlike Listening

 “I say to you, unless you are converted and become as little children, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven.” Matthew 18:3

“Your ears shall hear a word behind you, saying, "This is the way, walk in it," 

Isaiah 30:21

Journal any words or reflections you sense the Spirit prompting:

“You will show me the path of life; In Your presence is fullness of joy;

At Your right hand are pleasures forevermore.”  Psalm 16:11
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The Enjoyment of God 

And
The Spirit of Adoption

“[I will] make them joyful in My house of prayer…”  Isaiah 56:7

In his two volume Treasury of David, the very influential 19th century British pastor Charles Haddon Spurgeon, refers to Psalm 16 as the “Psalm of the Golden Secret.”  It is a very compelling thought that this one Psalm may contain the secret of a vibrant deepening love relationship with God!  It seems so clear that King David discovered something about God that captivated his entire life.  Could it be that he discovered the golden secret is that the Awesome Creator of the Universe, his heavenly Father, actually enjoyed being with him? He expresses this in the last verse of Psalm 16 -

“In Your presence is fullness of joy…”  David in Psalm 16:11

The Bible reveals to us a desire in the heart of God to express His joy and His love over each of us as His beloved sons and daughters.  The experience of the enjoyment of God’s heart over my life is the KEY to a beautiful fulfilled and fruitful life of holiness and obedience!  We receive this JOY from God by slowing down our busy lives to spend time just being in His presence, daily. 
King David provided us a pattern for receiving the joy and love of God into our own longing hearts.  It seems David continually postured his heart toward the presence of the Lord and expressed his desire for more of God.

Our prayer is that you would discover the sacred place of quiet abiding prayer and find joy indescribable in abundance in God’s presence. 
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“I have told you this so that my joy may be in you 
and that your joy may be complete.”  

Jesus in John 15:11 NIV
“And for Thy pleasure they are and were created…”  Revelation 4:11 KJV
Spend time in quiet prayerfully considering 
What are God’s thoughts for you from the following words from Scripture: 
“He brought me out into a spacious place;

he rescued me because he delighted in me.”   David in Psalm 18:19 NIV
“the LORD delights in you…”  Isaiah 62:4

“I have loved you with an everlasting love,

With lovingkindness I have drawn you…”  Jeremiah 31:3
· Have you ever thought about the reality that God pursued you and actually rescued you?  How do you feel about that?

· What comes to your mind when you consider that God finds delight in you?  Or that He enjoys being with you?  Write down your thoughts:

“The LORD your God is with you, he is mighty to save.

He will take great delight in you, he will quiet you with his love,

he will rejoice over you with singing."

Zephaniah 3:17 NIV
· From this Old Testament verse we know that God cares about us more than we can ever imagine!  Can you remember the very first time you experienced God’s love for you?
· Meditate just for a few moments and picture in your mind your Awesome God taking delight and singing over your life.  Write a brief prayer of praise to Him about this:

 “How precious is Your lovingkindness, O God!

Therefore the children of men put their trust under the shadow of Your wings. 

They are abundantly satisfied with the fullness of Your house,

And You give them drink from the river of Your pleasures…”

David in Psalm 36:7-8

This verse tells us that God finds great “pleasure” in each of us.  Have you ever at times felt unworthy, or a fear of rejection? Here are some prayers to process your responses to the LORD: 

· Holy Spirit show me any obstacles keeping me from experiencing Your joy and love over my life:
· Show me any areas of excess busyness or wasteful activity:

· Show me how I can put more “being” on my calendar than “doing.”
“For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out,"Abba, Father." The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God…”
Romans 8:15-16 NKJV
Here the Apostle Paul explains our true identity: Beloved adopted sons and daughters!  We can now address God directly as “Abba Father.”  
In quiet pray these prayers and continue journaling on the back:
AGREE WITH THE WORD OF GOD (Living near the ARK of God’s Presence)
· Father thank You for adopting me into Your family… I am Your beloved ______ You chose me before the foundation of the world
RECEIVE THIS GIFT FROM THE HOLY SPIRIT
· Holy Spirit I receive my true identity (John 1:12; John 14:8)
KEEP THIS GIFT IN YOUR HEART
· Jesus You are a Mighty Warrior...fight for me!  Help me guard this treasure of my identity with all my heart….(Psa. 45:3)
“Above all else, guard your heart, for everything you do flows from it.”  Proverbs 4:23

